Why we all
need secret
storage

at home

Jacqui Corcoran

Interior designer Maria
Ferlon, who works in
Dublin andBrussels, finds
inspiration in the everyday

Interior designer Mariz Fenlon divides her
dme between interiors projects in Dublin
and Brussels. Herwork haswon anumber
of awards, including Project of the Year at
the 2007 Fivour Awards, for 2 remodelling
of 2 house in Kanelagh.

'What projects are youworking onright
Mo T

I'mworking om a few, incleding a room for
the ldeal Home Show and a the comversion
of 2 former Methedist churchf/meedng
hall in Blackrock, which is going o be a
rental properry. The client was brave in
buying the building, given the resrictons
arpund it being a provecred srrucoure. 1
wanred o reflect and preserve the spiric
and essence of the building, while bringing
in 2 conremporary feel. we did guite a loc
with lighring o highlighe the simple ele-
gance of the building which was 2 dance
hall ar one stape. I met a couple wiho wold
me they had their first kiss there when it
wasadance hall. Ir's nice towork on a build-
g thar has been a part of the lives of peo-
ple in the communicy.

'What's themost frequent dilemima

Pz bt Frooeen ol bents? ¥
The first thing most people say when they
come v me is thar they know whar they
like, bur can’t bring ic all mgerher. Whar
we do is essendally help ro simplify dec-
sion-making. They might bring lors of phao-

o5 of the things they like, bur they're often
not Bended. You can see beaury in all of
the ideas. 5o ir's abour discussion, abour
simplifwing. abour agreeing on maybe a
mood board. Thar'sa process; gernng oo un-
derstand the style the client likes. It gives
w5 & foncws then. whenwe go wselect mareri-
als.

W hilch part of a design project that exdte
ol st ¥

I'm & bir obsessed with storage. I'm che eld-
est of eight and so grew up in & house of 10
people. I have three daughters wich all the
fake mn andwhart have you. 1like di

hiding thimgs, sothar the fecusis on abeau-
riful piece of furnitere or a lovely paindng.
Tliove mying to find clever ways oo hide stor-
2ge, bur yer provideitacthe same rime.

I have a bir of a thing for mirmors ooo. 1
live berween Brussels, where we have a
house, and Dublin where we have a small
aparmment, which is also a work space. In
my own homes, I've done so many things
with mirrors. MirTors can appear o double
the size of & room. They bring light in and
canreally oreame a senseof space.

Reuseor nse. . what' syoursdice?

Ific hassenimencal value or has been hand-
ed down or whatever, I would never say
lose and Twould always ry w reuse. Ooca-
sionally though, ftems do have o go. I'm
working on & house in Skerries, for exam-
ple, and they have a very big couch thar’s
raking up oo much room.

We need v change thar becawse it's o
big & block and we're mying o create a
sense of repminess. You hate doing i, buc
o get the space maedified, somedmes you
have rodoic

Of course, every project is persenal, and
vou don't wane po make 3 home look like a
showroom. [rshould be abour you and who
vou are. Birs and pieces thar are imponznt
o you 2re s part of char
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Areyour o ientsmoresso-aware and, if so,
hiowe areyou responding ®

Yis, people care about where marerials
and products come from. They want o
know thar they're coming from sustaina-
ble sources. Somernmes people feel bad
abour geming rid of things, and if you sug-
gest, for example, thar they reupholster
something :Iu:%' tend o feel good abour
thar Also, people are becoming moTe con-
cerned around lighing and energy efficien-
cy in the home. Ir's something 1'd be con-
scous of myselfl ven, whether or not ic's led
by the clienc. I like wowork from sustaina-
ble sources when possible. Ir's imporcant

to know your products and know where
they're coming from.

Whiene do you get your insplretion?

I raught art design and history of art for a
number of vears before studying ingerior
design and inrerior architecure. Thar's all
been an inspiradon thar I've carried with
me. I loved reaching and love the arrwaorld.
Inspiradon is something rthar's ongoing.
You never siop looking and kearning. Only
yesterday I was in Kildare, wandering
around browsing, when I went intm a shop
and =aw & posver on the wall which made
me think abowr the direction I'm waking on
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pether. wWe
doisessentially _l}
help tor sinnplify L
decision-making”

the ropom exhibit I'm working on for Mead-
ows & Byme for the Ideal Home Show,
The poster was an aurumnal image
which reminded me of growing up and the
woods beside our home. 1'was an ourdoor
girl and I remember as & child poing ourin
my wellie boors and going inoe the woods
and just kicking dhe aurumn keaves. The
poster fearured beaunful oranges and
warm aurmn colours that reminded me
of the woods and just migpered char viswal
and sensory memaory. The fecling s the
starming peine That senseof colour and aw-
tumn and the cosy feel of icwill all play a

partin the design.
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Is there & howse wouwish you' d designed ?
Thave a friend who has a house in Belifiom
I particularly love. Ir's a villa in Tervuren
om the ourskars of Brussels. It's incredibly
simple. Like a sculpmure.

She has a love of fine arr. One really in-
teresting thing L havenogiced, living in Bel-
gium, is thar the Belgians are very much
inuo qualiny nor quAanmcy.

They don't buy five pairs of gloves, they
buy one beauriful pair.

Tharidez is really reflecied inher home,
with elegant iouches - like one or two beaw-
tful pieces keft on their mwn on a shelf. 1
love thar



